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The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Characteristics of 
The Bahamas: Lands:

35 Major Islands
700 Cays
2,400 rocks

North -South Extent:
720 Km (448miles)
Northwest-Southeast Extent
(Measured from NW Little
Bahama Bank to Inagua south
east Bank

Greatest width - 800Km
(500miles) Cay Sal to Mayaguana
Land Area:13,933Km sq.
(5,382 miles sq.)
Total Area: 325,000kmsq
(124,000miles sq. depending 
on median or archipelagic line
used)
Estimated Reef area: 
10,000km sq. (3,800 sq. miles)
Protected Areas: 1,230Kmsq.
(approximately 500 sq. miles)
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CPACC
CORAL REEF MONITORING Pilot 

(Component 5) 

Extent and Sources of Coral Reef
Degradation through long term
monitoring

Pilot Areas
Illustrating patch reefs, Fringing 
reefs, Channel reefs and windward 
reefs

• Man Jack Cay,  Abaco
Low impact

• New Providence
High impact

COMPONENT 5
Coral Reef Monitoring Pilot 
Sites
THE BAHAMAS

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas - EP,VD & CA

• Exuma
Medium impact

Pilot areas were strategically selected to show high, medium and low impact
and how marine near shore communities have changed over time with changes in population and 
Land use 



New Providence:        1970 population 101,503
(Capital of The Bahamas) 1990 population 171,542

SOUTH WEST REEF  SW New Providence: HIGH IMPACT

South West Reef
High scuba diving activity
& fishing pressure
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Abaco: Walker’s Cay: Low Impact

Abaco 1970 population: 6,500
1990 population: 7,200

Highest point:120’
Total area 649 sq. miles

• 40 sq. miles of protected area
including Abaco National Park, 
Bahama Parrot Preserve, The Black
Sound Cay National Reserve, Pelican
Cays Land and Sea Park and Tilloo Cay 
National Protected Area

• Many marinas and dive shop facilities

Healthy reef 
area
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Exuma Cays :  Medium Impact

Exuma:  1970 population 3,767 
1990 population 3,539

Highest point: 125’
Total area 72 sq.miles

176 sq. miles protected as
Exuma Land and Sea Park

Site of Caribbean Marine 
Research Centre with at least
10 years of monitoring data

Removal of Biodiversity
for scientific research

Scuba diving throughout the Cays
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